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A Conversation with Raef Zreik on the Arab intellectuals’ letter condemning 

antisemitism and rejecting the IHRA working definition of antisemitism

In November 2020, a group of 122 Arab scholars, journalists and intellectuals published an 
unprecedented open letter – in English, German, Hebrew, Arabic and French – uncondi-
tionally condemning antisemitism while at the same time vehemently rejecting the IHRA 
working definition of antisemitism. The letter states:

“In recent years, the fight against antisemitism has been increasingly instrumentalized by 
the Israeli government and its supporters in an effort to delegitimize the Palestinian cause 
and silence defenders of Palestinian rights. Diverting the necessary struggle against an-
tisemitism to serve such an agenda threatens to debase this struggle and hence to discredit 
and weaken it.”

Dr. Raef Zreik was among the initiators and drafters of this letter. In this encounter he will 
elaborate on his views about antisemitism, the fight against it and it’s political instrumen-
talization within the context of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

Dr. Raef Zreik is co-director of the Minerva Center for the Humanities at 
Tel Aviv University, an associate Professor at Ono Academic College, and a 
senior researcher at the Van Leer Institute in Jerusalem. His fields of interest 
include legal and political theory, citizenship and identity, and legal interpre-
tation.

The Institute for Holocaust, Genocide, and Memory Studies at the University of  
Massachusetts Amherst and the Avraham Harman Research Institute of  

Contemporary Jewry at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem present their annual 
series: Conversations on Racism, Antisemitism, and Islamophobia 

This event will be held via ZOOM Webinar, registration is required to attend. Registration link: 
https://umass-amherst.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NYJGgn8QSWO9TC_vQAdiLQ

For more information, visit our websites or contact us at ihgms@umass.edu.
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